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Exploring speeches by public figures such as Emma Watson, Tony Blair, Donald Trump, Julia Gillard and Lady
Gaga, this engaging textbook explains the ways in which political speeches can be analysed. It examines the
role of language in speeches and how it can be used to challenge or reinforce prevailing social, cultural and
political attitudes. Each chapter introduces a particular discourse approach and then applies this in a model
analysis of a passage of text. The chosen texts concern issues of social, cultural and political importance that
address topics of significant importance to the audience to which they were delivered. Students are
encouraged to engage with the text and consider how approaches to text analysis, such as cohesion, context
analysis and metaphor analysis, may be adapted to provide a more critical perspective. This text will be
essential reading for students of English Language, Linguistics, Communication Studies and Politics on critical
discourse and discourse analysis modules.
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Introduces a broad range of theoretical approaches
through a practical, pedagogical desi gn which takes
students step-by-step through sample text analyses
Contains speeches from a range of key figures in
politics - present and past - including Emmeline
Pankhurst, Barack Obama and Jeremy Corbyn
Encourages students to engage with the text through
practical exercises

