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BRITISH POLITICS

TIMELINE 2.1

The end of empire (dates when former British colonies became independent)
1947

India, Pakistan

1965

Singapore, Gambia

1948

Burma (Myanmar), Ceylon (Sri Lanka)

1966

Guyana, Barbados

1957

Malaysia

1967

Aden and Yemen

1960

Cyprus, Nigeria, Ghana, Lesotho

1970

Fiji

1961

Sierra Leone, Tanzania

1971

Gulf states

1962

Jamaica, Uganda

1980

Zimbabwe*

1963

Kenya

1997

1964

Malta, Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia

Hong Kong (transferred to China after
lease expired)

* Date when independence was recognized. The white settler government of Ian Smith had earlier made a
unilateral declaration of independence in 1965.

It has been claimed that there was indeed a
substantial consensus between the major parties
on economic and social policies in the post-war
period, based on widespread acceptance of the
economic ideas of the economist, John Maynard
Keynes and the social reformer William Beveridge
(see p. 22). Hence it is sometime described as the
‘Keynes-Beveridge consensus’. Key elements of
agreement included the system of government, the
welfare state, the mixed economy, Keynesian full
employment policy, and, in most respects, foreign
and defence policy. However, the extent and even
the reality of the post-war consensus has been
questioned.
In 1946 the Labour government substantially
implemented the 1942 Beveridge Report, establishing the welfare state and providing social security
funded by national insurance contributions
(Dutton, 1997, pp. 17–20). It also created in 1948
l Consensus means agreement. The term ‘consensus politics’
implies a fundamental agreement among the governing elite, the
major parties and (more questionably) the wider public over
assumptions, ideas and policies.

the new National Health Service (NHS) providing
universal free healthcare paid for largely by
national taxation. Labour also expanded education,
social services, housing and town and country
planning. Later Conservative governments
embraced the welfare state, including the NHS,
which they had earlier opposed. Indeed, by the
1950s the welfare state was almost universally
approved (Coxall and Robins, 1998, Chapter 10).
Ironically, it was Attlee’s Labour government
which was responsible for the first significant
exception to free healthcare. Charges for teeth and
spectacles were introduced by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Hugh Gaitskell, to help pay for the
Korean war in 1951. This provoked the resignation
of the left-wing socialist Aneurin Bevan, the architect of the NHS, together with Harold Wilson, a
future Labour leader, and initiated the split
between Bevanites and Gaitskellites which continued to affect the party long after its leading figures
died (Bevan in 1960, Gaitskell in 1963). The new
health service charges, however, foreshadowed later
concerns over the escalating cost of the NHS in
particular and the welfare state in general, and the

