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TIMELINE 24.2

Terrorist attacks across four continents
26 February 1993
7 August 1998
11 September 2001
12 October 2002
28 November 2002
12 May 2003
15 and 20 November 2003
11 March 2004
7 July 2005

New York. Bomb at the World Trade Centre. Six killed, more than
1,000 injured.
East Africa. Bombs at three US embassies kill 224 and injure 5,000
(largely Africans).
New York. Planes flown into the Twin Towers kill 2948 and injure
thousands more.
Bali. Bombs in beach resort kill 202 and injure many others.
Mombasa. Bomb in Israeli-owned hotel kills 16.
Riyadh. Suicide bombers kill 34 in attack on housing compounds for
expatriates.
Istanbul. Bombs outside synagogue and at bank and British Consulate
kill 55.
Madrid. Bomb attacks at stations kill 191 and leave 1,463 injured.
London. Bombs on three underground trains and a bus kill over 50 and
injure hundreds. (A second similar attack on 21 July caused further
disruption but no deaths when bombs failed to explode.)

23 July 2005

Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. Three car bombs in holiday resort kill over 60 .

11 July 2006

Mumbai, India. Train bombings kill 209.

Note: Also numerous bombings and other attacks in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Many other planned attacks were foiled, such as that on Glasgow Airport in 2007.

lives as those of their victims, willingly embracing
what they see as martyrdom. While some states like
Afghanistan may have given active assistance to
terrorists, they are quite capable of acting without
such help.
However, critics suggest that western actions
have intensified rather than diminished the threat
of terrorism, not least because many Muslims
perceive the wars with Afghanistan and Iraq as
part of a western war against Islam. This perception is questionable. In Kosovo the US-led NATO
intervention was in support of Muslims.

Afghanistan was attacked not because it was
Muslim but because it was harbouring terrorists,
while Saddam Hussein’s regime was essentially a
secular dictatorship opposed by many Muslims.
Even so, the long-running saga of Palestine,
coupled with American support for repressive
regimes in the Middle East, lends support to the
grievances of Muslims against the west. These and
other grievances have been fed by the continuing
insurgency against the western occupation of Iraq
(although most of the victims of this insurgency
have been other Muslims). The American raid on

