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Chapter

1

A History Essay is History
Chapter overview
The historian seeks facts, but they are elusive and obscure at first.
History is all about ‘debate and conflicting evidence’.
CC History is a craft – it is about doing, not just seeing.
CC History is an art – it requires imagination and creativity.
CC History seeks understanding by exploring the context in time and space, and
context expands indefinitely.
CC A definition of history: the study of the past through the critical appraisal of
recorded words.
CC History differs in method and content from its various neighbouring disciplines.
CC Social sciences seek increasingly exact measurements; history cannot avoid
fuzziness in places.
CC
CC

Now, what I want is, Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing but Facts. Facts
alone are wanted in life.1
I took the book list and the essay title, found the Radcliffe Camera [a library
building at the University of Oxford at the time], began to read and perceived
that I had been entirely misled for six years: history is fact only up to a point –
more crucially, it is a matter of debate and conﬂicting evidence. It was like some
kind of divine revelation: I went into the Camera a heathen and came out
converted, but thought little of it, settling effortlessly into a new understanding,
which is something that you can do at 18.2
History is, frankly, the most humane of subjects. The discipline of trying to
understand the past and the character of change isn’t narrowly vocational – it
provides an intensive training in critical thinking and communication, a portfolio
of skills and sensitivities that can be applied to any walk of life.3

The ﬁrst quotation above contains the famous words introducing Dickens’
novel Hard Times, spoken by a man who thinks only facts matter. This
belief is rejected by the novelist Penelope Lively in the second quotation;
for her, history is fact only up to a point. Real history is ‘debate and
1
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conﬂicting evidence’. This does not mean that facts are unimportant.
Historians love facts; they go through every manner of hardship tracing
facts across all terrains and in all weathers. The mistake they do not make
is to suppose that facts are easily found, and, when found, perceived to
be clear and certain, as if made of stone. On the contrary, historical facts
are remarkably elusive and commonly retreat into the undergrowth,
leaving only ambiguous traces that require skill to interpret. They are real,
but the evidence by which they may come to be known can never be
exhaustively ascertained; we can never completely know them. It is
working on history essays that brings the student most directly into a
vivid and dynamic confrontation with ‘debate and conﬂicting evidence’.
This is why writing essays is so important; it fosters ‘the training in critical
thinking and communication’ emphasized by Rees Davies in the third
quotation above.

The practice of history is a craft
The study of history does not consist simply of learning facts. It involves a
close encounter with debate and conﬂicting evidence. It involves
manipulating ideas and interpretations, testing hypotheses, acquiring skill.
You learn with your muscles, not just your eyes – that is, by doing, not just
by seeing. You ﬁnd out what history is by putting it into practice.
So the chief focus will be on active processes in which techniques are
developed – reading for an essay, planning, drafting, revising, and then
learning to do even better next time. It is a series of activities that teach by
experience; it is a craft.
There is no substitute for experience, and the real learning process must
take place in specific courses of study. This book offers advice about the
techniques of historical craft; the practical application and the consequent
learning are up to you.

History is also an art
These remarks may suggest that historical study follows a set of rules; but
this needs to be qualiﬁed. No set of rules can by itself guarantee success in
historical study and writing. The advice given here must always be adapted
to practical experience. Anything in the following pages may be modiﬁed
or even discarded by a teacher in accordance with the practical needs of a
particular course of study. Nothing that follows here is to be treated as a
rule that will make it impossible to go wrong.
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Essays are judged essentially by how well their writers have understood
what they have read and how well they can respond critically, economically
and elegantly to that understanding. The literal-minded observance of rules
can be an obstacle to these qualities. An essay is not a set of rote
procedures like the routine checks made by a pilot before taking his4 craft
into the air. An essay is unique; it should show originality and
independence. It requires your own critical thought, responding to the
nuances of the sources you have read, seeing implicit connections between
facts and ideas, clarifying the essentials of a problem, even finding a new
and interesting way of looking at it.
So you should cultivate originality and independent thought. But how?
What about the details, the nuts-and-bolts problems of writing essays?
How do you decide where to start? How much factual information is
required? When is a footnote needed? How do you know when you have
written enough? Such questions need answers. There is a need for
guidelines to steer you through the problems of historical study.
This book will offer such guidelines, but guidelines are not iron rules. In
later years, you may have forgotten all the details, but still be able to write
good history essays. What makes essays good is not the rules they
mechanically follow. Guidelines can support your work, like crutches, while
the muscles of insight and judgment grow strong. Eventually, the crutches
can be thrown away and you can step out independently; the rules you
have learned will have blended into an instinct for what is obviously right.

A history essay is history
Why need there be a manual for study and writing in history, as distinct
from English literature or philosophy or any other branch of the
humanities?5 After all, good methods that work for one subject ought to
work for another. This is true. What makes any essay good is the quality of
the thought behind it, rather than its success in applying particular rules of
history or any other discipline. However, different sorts of thought are
needed for different disciplines.
So what is special and particular about history? This ought to be an easy
question, but in fact historians all answer it in different ways.
Historians, like any other human group, develop their own working
culture with its unquestioned assumptions and its prejudices. Newcomers
need to ﬁnd out what these assumptions are, but may find it surprisingly
difficult to get satisfactory answers to their questions (‘How do I avoid
plagiarism?’ ‘Do I have to give evidence for this statement?’). Historians,

Copyrighted material – 9781137543660

Copyrighted material – 9781137543660
4

Writing History Essays

anxious to share with students their own intellectual delight in the most
advanced and sophisticated approaches in historical research, may take the
basics too much for granted. Explaining rudiments that one learned many
years ago may prove difﬁcult. The famous verse about the centipede
encapsulates this difﬁculty:
A centipede was happy quite,
Until a toad in fun
Said ‘Pray which leg moves after which?’
And worked her mind to such a pitch,
She lay distracted in the ditch
Considering how to run.6

Deﬁning history
So, when historians try to explain what history is, they say many different
things. Often they automatically offer advanced theoretical speculation
rather than practical advice about the rudiments. Much has been written
about the meaning of history, including debates about whether history can
hope to ﬁnd ‘truth’, and other more or less philosophical issues. These
discussions, although important, are not the same thing as the basic
rudiments of the subject, which are what concern us here.
What, then, is it that history basically does? An example will help.
Below are four paragraphs on Machiavelli’s political philosophy, which
recommends to a ruler a tough, cynical approach to government.
A historian could possibly have written any of these passages, but just one
of them is basically historical. Which one? None is supposed to be better
than the others – they are designed to illustrate different approaches, not
superior technique. Which is the most historical one, and what makes it
historical? It is worth taking time to look at the paragraphs and think about
them, because the differences between them help to show how history is
different from other disciplines.
1 Machiavelli accepted the principle that a state’s survival transcends the
interests of the individuals within it; this justiﬁes all measures necessary
to secure the state’s survival. Upon this principle he erected a consistent
and realistic, if harsh, theory of government that offered guidelines for a
ruler. Like The Prince or not, we have to accept that Machiavelli’s
political philosophy is grounded in scientiﬁc observation.
2 We do not know enough about Machiavelli’s childhood to understand
properly how it may have affected his later outlook and values.
However, we do know something about him that could have had a big
effect on him – the effect of being held prisoner and tortured. Studies of
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the psychology of stress show how trauma can shape deep-seated
attitudes and determine an individual’s whole construction of reality.
Machiavelli’s views of politics were inevitably inﬂuenced by his
experience of imprisonment by the Medici.
3 Machiavelli’s policies can be judged by the standards of several theories.
According to a consequentialist theory, the value of an action is
determined by the total of its results; if a ruler’s policies result in the
killing of innocent people but rapidly end a war, the harm done may be
less than if no such policy had been followed, and justify Machiavelli’s
policy. A theory of categorical imperatives, on the other hand, may
forbid killing innocent people regardless of the later consequences, and
Machiavelli stands condemned. Again, Buddhist ethics might judge a
deed by what is in the mind of its perpetrator: if a ruler’s intentions were
genuinely benevolent, this might excuse actions with harmful
consequences.
4 Perhaps, if France and Spain had been superpowers threatening each
other with nuclear weapons, conﬂict in Italy would have been kept in
check by powerful kingdoms restraining their small client states from
fear of mutual assured destruction, and Machiavelli would have lived in
a more peaceful world with different rules of political behaviour. As it
was, there was no such constraint. Northern Italian states were freely
preyed on by the armies of bigger kingdoms and constantly disrupted
by outside interference. No local state could hope for a stable and
peaceful system of international relations. This is the environment
which7 shaped Machiavelli’s perceptions.
The four different comments here represent four different approaches to
the study of Machiavelli, showing the methods and assumptions of four
different academic disciplines. Just one of them places itself squarely within
the domain of historical study.
Paragraph 1 treats him as a contributor to the philosophy or science of
politics, discussing his views within a range of theoretical ideas about
international politics. Whether or not it is a good contribution, the
paragraph looks like political science.
Paragraph 2, by contrast, focuses narrowly on what went on inside
Machiavelli. A historian might do this, but the paragraph appeals to
psychological studies which relate severe stress to behaviour; it is thus
basically psychology.
Paragraph 3 is, on the other hand, not about the way in which
Machiavelli came to have his ideas (either by perceiving correctly the way
things worked, or by having had certain experiences); it takes the ideas as
given and considers whether they are good or bad. It thus identiﬁes itself
as moral philosophy.
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We are left with paragraph 4, which accounts for Machiavelli’s ideas by
relating them to his historical environment. This shows the most clearly
historical approach because it seeks to explain particular things (in this case,
Machiavelli’s ideas) within their own environment: where he lived, peace and
stability were unobtainable, and this placed limits on what could be
considered politically possible. Historians start with the particular environment
of the object of study. They focus on the ways in which something is
influenced by events in its own context. This is in contrast to paragraph 1,
which talks about universal factors, not the particular context of northern Italy.
Thus, historical study begins with questions about the particular – a
book, an idea, a person, a series of events, anything identiﬁable through
historical sources. We examine it in its context, in its own environment;
the context examined may broaden to include anything at all that might
be relevant. We may look at earlier or later times to see whether similar
causes produced similar results in other cases. However, when the
broadening of context leads us into theories, for example about politics in
general or the workings of the mind in general, we are moving into
another discipline, such as political science or psychology. The main thing
to remember is that history starts from the close examination of particular
objects of study, seeking understanding of them within their own contexts.
This lays the groundwork for the task of deﬁning history. Let us identify
three stages:
Deﬁnition 1 History is the past.
This is true, but not helpful. The word ‘history’ refers sometimes to the
past, sometimes to the study of it. What we are looking for in order to
compare history with anthropology, music, linguistics and so on is a
deﬁnition of a type of study:
Deﬁnition 2 History is the study of the past.
The problem with this is that any event whatsoever becomes past as soon as it
has happened. Literature is past words. Observations of stars are observations
of past events (often long past). Anthropologists may use the ‘ethnographic
present’ tense in their writing, but for all that they are describing systems of
thought and behaviour which were observed in the past, and may well be
changing now (perhaps even as a result of the disruption caused by the
anthropologist’s presence). Geologists may find out about the history of the
earth’s crust from examination of ancient rock layers in the present.
What we need is something like this:
Deﬁnition 3 History is the study of the past through the critical
appraisal of recorded words.
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There is indeed an objection to this deﬁnition. Historians often study the
past through the appraisal of things other than words, and such research
includes some of the most interesting developments today.
Historians have been turning from their archives to the scrutiny of art
and architecture, costumes and customs, rituals and recreations, diet and
demography, indeed to any sort of interaction between people and their
physical environment, often with the most rewarding results.8 A historian
of social history through cinema may turn from the recorded words of the
talkies to the images of the silent ﬁlm, without ceasing to be a historian.
However, the apprentice in any art or craft must start by learning about
the techniques and principles at the core of the subject; it is these which
have given shape and structure to the practice of the vocation. The
beginner must start with the basic techniques and principles.
The masters in the trade may have developed advanced techniques
which do not obey the rules of the core principles. Meanwhile, however,
the beginner is likely to end in confusion if he tries to jump to the most
new and advanced sorts of practice. It is the old fallacy of seeking to run
before you can walk. Therefore, it is best to leave the exceptions on one
side and attend first to the core structures and principles.

History and its neighbouring disciplines
History is distinguished as a discipline, then, by the fact that its evidence
typically consists of recorded words. The evidence may be in any form:
books, newspapers, diaries, archives, bills, bus tickets, ﬁlm soundtracks,
tape-recorded interviews, shorthand notes, inscriptions on stone or
tortoise-shell, or any other form of recorded words. For the historian, the
record is a source or document, and documentation is the identiﬁcation of
these sources as veriﬁable evidence.
What the historian appraises critically is what his sources say. That is,
he is interested in the meaning of the words, rather than in, say, their
handwriting, or the chemical composition of the fabric on which they
are recorded. History is about the meaning of what is written in the
sources, and the light they throw on what was going on when they
were written. Historical understanding advances by moving back and
forth between the written sources and knowledge about the
environments in which they were produced; each can help with the
understanding of the other.
Various other disciplines stand close beside history, and the experienced
historian may sometimes or often wish to raid them for what they may
yield. The student does not need to worry about these other disciplines, at
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least in the earlier stages. However, some of them need at least to be
recognized:
 When the words of the document are in a language not the historian’s
own, he must double as a linguist. Most of the history of the world is of
places that did not use English.
 Philology may be needed to interpret sources in dead or literary
languages. This is the study of languages with attention to their
historical development and the relations between them. In practice,
philologists tend to be especially proficient in ancient languages, and it
is a knowledge of these that is required for the history of the remoter
past (e.g. Old English for early English history, Latin for European,
Sanskrit for Indian).
 The historian may use as evidence any written sources, including
literature generally; thus historical sources overlap those of literary
criticism, but for the historian they are used in a different way.
 Archaeology is the study of the past using any sort of physical object as
evidence, not just objects under the ground. Industrial archaeology, for
example, studies buildings, sites, artefacts and any other physical evidence
shedding light on the making, transport and use of products of any sort.
 Epigraphy is the study of inscriptions, typically on stone or metal. These
are important for the study of periods when writing was known, but all
writings on perishable materials such as paper have vanished.
 Palaeography is the study of the formation of characters and styles of
writing at different periods in the past, by which, for example, a
document may be roughly dated even if the date is not otherwise known.
 Diplomatics is the scientific study of written documents addressed to
their physical characteristics; it includes forensic analysis of ink and
paper which can yield facts of historical interest about date, authenticity
and provenance. For example, a massive hoax during the 1980s
involved the production of a large set of ‘diaries’ purporting to be
Hitler’s. The hoax, at first successful, was uncovered only after proper
forensic examination became possible; for example, the ink used was of
a type not available to Hitler, and measurement of the evaporation of
chloride in the ink showed that the writings were too recent to be
authentic. Here, diplomatic analysis aided history.
 Social sciences, such as sociology, political science, psychology and
economics, often overlap in sources or subject matter with history, but
their methods are different. There are sometimes subtle points of
similarity and difference between mainstream history and historical
topics in various other disciplines such as economics or anthropology.
More comments on history and social sciences appear below.

Copyrighted material – 9781137543660

Copyrighted material – 9781137543660
A History Essay is History

9

Scholars in different disciplines often use each other’s techniques; this lies
behind many interesting developments in research, but it can be risky, and
should not to be attempted lightly by the student.

Social sciences, humanities and fuzziness
Disciplines that are concerned with the study of people, culture and society
can be divided into two classes: social sciences and humanities. (As noted
above, the ‘humanities’ roughly correspond to liberal arts.) Sometimes
history is regarded as a social science, sometimes not. How we regard it is
quite important for our understanding of how it works.
Social sciences, unlike physical sciences, concern human society, but
they are (partly) distinguished from the humanities because they seek to
use scientiﬁc methods. They ask questions which can be answered fairly
precisely by measurement. Thus, the degree of poverty or disease in a
particular place or time is something which can be measured, so long as
good enough statistics are available. Poverty and disease can then be
compared in different places and times. Such measurements and
comparisons belong to the studies of economics and sociology, which are
core social science disciplines.
The humanities, by contrast, are concerned with culture, especially
language and literature. Written documents and art forms are typical
sources. Understanding is sought through refining ideas about the
meaning of what is studied rather than through measurement of it. Ideas
are not like statistics; they have fuzzy boundaries.
History can concern itself with questions belonging to both social
sciences and the humanities. It cannot be decisively classiﬁed as of one
type and not the other. However, it has deep roots in the humanities, and
its core categories have fuzzy boundaries.
‘Were more people literate in the eighteenth than in the seventeenth
century?’ is a question that can be answered by statistics, if they are
available. But what happens if they are not? Then it is necessary to seek
more indirect evidence, using inspired detective work; and this requires an
imaginative search for clues among all sorts of historical sources.
‘Was the frequency of wars in northern Italy a major inﬂuence on
Machiavelli’s thought?’ cannot really be answered by statistics. The answer
will not depend mechanically on a precise total of numbers of wars. It will
depend in all sorts of ways on the character, frequency and effects of wars.
There is no obvious way of measuring all the different ways in which
warfare could affect people’s minds and influence their worldview, or of
deciding what would count as ‘major’. In a sense, then, the idea of the
frequency of wars as an influence on Machiavelli has fuzzy boundaries.

Copyrighted material – 9781137543660

Copyrighted material – 9781137543660
10

Writing History Essays

The importance of fuzziness cannot be overemphasized. It does not
mean lack of rigour. The reason why a historian cannot put a
percentage value on the importance of the frequency of wars in
northern Italy to Machiavelli’s thought is not that his method is sloppy;
it lies in the nature of the question. Human ideas and behaviour might
be influenced by anything at all within people’s experience. The
historian can seldom be sure that all the evidence that might be
relevant has, in fact, been collected. The rigour lies in the thoroughness
of the detective work conducted, not in the precision of calculations
made using known facts.
History will always use statistics and precise measurements where these
are relevant and available, but it will also want to explore the background,
asking difficult questions about the effects of these measured quantities
upon culture and experience. History will also be keenly interested in
questioning how trustworthy the statistics are, looking into the ways in
which they were collected and the behaviour of the people who produced
and used them. A historical task is rarely completed when a column of
figures has been added; real understanding usually requires more attention
to human experience and behaviour.
So historical argument in a piece of research, or a student essay, does
not take the form of formal proof, in the manner of an algebraic equation.
On the contrary, it may always be challenged on the basis of further
evidence. Evidence is all-important; the more of it there is, the better; but
we should never think that we know it all.
One last point that will be worth recalling later: the writing of a
historical argument (for example, in an essay) is a dialogue with the sources.
It discusses the detective work that has gone into assessing them in order
to provide material for the argument. Therefore, it must explain its
conclusions about the value of the sources as well as its conclusions about
the problem being discussed. These two sorts of explanation cannot always
conveniently be carried on at once, and for clarity it is often necessary to
separate the explanations of the value of sources in footnotes. This point is
taken up in Chapter 12 (see p. 127).

The wavelength of history
This book is all about history as something with its own special character,
different from sociology or economics or literature or any other discipline.
How is it different? It is important to develop some idea about what makes
history special. What this chapter may help you realize is how very concrete
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history is. It is all about the actual evidence from which you can learn
about people’s actual ideas and behaviour. However far the historian may
move away from the concrete sources into abstract generalizations or
theories (and many historians are fascinated by big theories), the
documentary evidence is always exerting a pull on his mind, and, in the
end, what justifies his conclusions is his ability to show convincingly the
value of the sources on which they depend.
Almost any statement about the past can be used in illustration.
Here is one (that is discussed further in chapter 15):
The Indian emperor Akbar set out to disprove the doctrine of the court religious
teachers that human beings are given speech by a divine gift, not by learning.

For most disciplines, this sentence would be taken as solid evidence,
capable of being used as a building block in an argument. The student of
religions would be interested in the theory of divine intervention in human
affairs, the student of politics in the relationship between royal power and
the authority of religious teachers and so on. But the historian
automatically and instinctively turns, not to the theories – they come much
later in his programme – but to the evidence for the statement.
He asks: ‘How do we know this?’, and immediately, rolling up his
shirtsleeves, so to speak, burrows into the documentary evidence. Instead
of taking the statement and using it as a building block for theory, he pulls
it to pieces. ‘What documentary source tells us this about Akbar? Who
wrote it? Why? For whom? What does it tell us about the author? Did he
have any axe to grind?’ These are the historical questions which set the
historian off on a quest that leads in the opposite direction to that taken by
most other specialists.
If it turns out that the document making this claim about Akbar is
misleading or untrustworthy, the comparative religionists, political
scientists and the rest might lose interest, but that is just where the
historian feels that things are becoming interesting. ‘Why is the document
misleading? What do we learn about society and politics in the India of
the time from the fact that the author is not to be trusted? If he was
biased, what gave him that bias? What was it like to be in the imperial
court at that time?’
Thus, when you write history essays, you may make many
generalizations and develop interest in theories, but they must always be
anchored to an analysis of the actual hard evidence that is as detailed and
speciﬁc as your time and your sources will allow. That is what makes your
work history.
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Questions
1 At the start of the chapter is quoted the view that history is a
‘training in critical thinking and communication, a portfolio of skills
and sensitivities that can be applied to any walk of life’. Is this borne
out at all by your own experience? Does this view seem plausible to
you, or might it be exaggerated?
2 Sometimes in schools history is taught in combination with other
subjects such as geography or cultural studies. Is there anything
wrong with this? How good an argument can be made for the case
that history is unique and should be studied as a separate subject?
3 Should history be thought of as a sort of science?
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Brackets, square, 135, 141
Braudel, Fernand, author of La
Méditerranée et le monde
méditerranéen à l’époque de Philippe II,
178, 180, 182

British Library, The, digital collections,
46
Buddha, the, 115
Buddhism, 36, 85–6, 150
Burckhardt, Jacob, author of Civilization
of the Renaissance in Italy, 176, 183
Butterﬁeld, Herbert, author of The Whig
Interpretation of History, 178, 183
Calhoun, John C., 66
Cambridge Books Online, subscription
website, 44
Capitalization, 122
Carr, E.H., author of What is History?,
178, 180, 183
Centipede rhyme, 4, 184
Central Intelligence Agency (C.I.A.), 75
Chaudhuri, Nirad, author of Hinduism: a
religion to live by, 185
Chicago Manual of Style, 119–20
Christianity, 30, 160
Persecuted, 92
Citation, see Documents, Documentation
Where c. is needed, 113–30 passim
Definition of c., 186
Clio, Muse of history, 175
Colloquialisms, 142
Colons, 134–5
Commas, 133–4
Computer tools, 146
Conclusions to essays, 93, 109–10
Conspiracy theories, 75
Copying, 64–5, 98
See also Plagiarism
Corrections, 145–153 passim
Cotton cultivation, 676–9
Craft, History as a, 2
Craster, Mrs Edmund, 184
Curthoys, Ann (1945– ), 181
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Darwin, Charles, 73
Davies, Rees, 1–2
Davison, Graeme (1940–), author of Car
Wars, 182
Demographic History, see Historical
Demography
Dickens, C., Hard Times, 2, 184
Dictionary of World History, Oxford
University Press online publication,
44
Digital History, online American history
sources, 46
Diplomatic, as a science, 8
Docker, John (1945– ), 181
Document criticism exercises, 157–61
Documents, documentation, 15–16,
114–6, 116–39 passim, 187
‘Dumb-house’ experiment, 159–60
Economic determinism, in historical
explanation, 73–4
Editing, see Revision
Elton, Sir Geoffrey R., author of
The Practice of History, 179, 183
Endnotes, 116, 126, 148, 187
English expression, 143–55
Epigraphy, 8
Errors, common, 152–3
Essays
Deﬁned, 4–7, 187
E. length, 145–7
E. titles, 21–2
Planning e., 83–93
European Library, The, collection of
digital sources, 46
Evidence,
Conflicting, 1–2
And paraphrase of sources, 99–100
Contrasted with judgment, 53–4
Evolution of species, 73
Examination answers, 155–7
‘Closed-book’ e.a., 156
‘Open-book’ e.a., 156
Explanation, in history, 70–82 passim
Limits of historical e. 70–72
Types of explanatory theory,
72–5
e. and historical imagination, 81
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Febvre, Lucien, 177–8
Feminism in history, 181
Fitzgerald, C.P., The Birth of Communist
China, 35
Footnotes, 114–125, 148, 187
Endnotes and f., 116, 126–7, 148
Revision of f., 149
Foreign languages, in historical research,
168
Format of pages, 149
Foucault, Michel, 180, 183
French Revolution Digital Archive
(FRDA), digital sources for French
history, 47
Gallica, digital sources for French history,
47
Gender history, 181
Gibbon, Edward, 176
Google Scholar, internet bibliographic
and academic site, 45
Grammar, 110, 137–40
Group identity in history, 77–9
Guha, Ranajit, 181, 183
Hall, D.G.E., A History of South-East Asia, 38
HathiTrust, internet site containing
academic sources, 47
Hemings, Sally, slave of Thomas
Jefferson, 185
Heredity, see Race
Herodotos/Herodotus, 175
Historical Abstracts, bibliographical
website, 44
Historical demography, 184–5, 187
Historical explanation, 70–82 passim
Historical facts, 1
H.f. contrasted to judgment or
opinion, 53–4
Historical imagination, 81
Historical sources, 32–40
Historiography, historiographical
approaches, 175–183, 187
Note on h., 158–63
History essays
As engineering, 23–4, 91–2, 109
As a process, 22–32
As literature, 19
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History
As a discipline, 2–11
H. and neighbouring disciplines, 7–9
Deﬁned, 7, 187
H-Net, internet site for materials in
Humanities, 48, 170
Hobsbawm, E.J., 86, 124, 179, 183
Hofstadter, Richard, 180, 183
Hsuan-tsang, Buddhist pilgrim, 150
Humanities, 9–12, 48, 121–2, 180, 184
Fuzziness in the h., 9–12
Ibid., use in notes, 124, 125, 128
‘In-text’ method of citation, 116,
117–20, 187
Independent thought, 17–19, 30, 41
Ways of showing i.t., 96–7
I.t. shown by example, 95–6, 100–3
Indian Mutiny, 28–30
Indus Valley Civilization, 53–55
Information technology, 41–9, 180
Internet, its value for historical study, 16,
20, 41–9
Value of i. for historical study, 41–2
I. and computer resources, 43
I. and useful websites, 44–8
Internet Archive, internet site containing
academic sources, 47
Introductions to essays, 23, 83–93
Isaac, Rhys (1937–2010), 182
Italics, 122, 123, 136–7

Library exploitation, 25–6
Computer and internet sources,
43
Library of CongressDigital Collections,
online sources for American history,
467
Literature reviews, 171–2, 188
Lively, Penelope, novelist, 2, 156
Longue durée, the, historiographical
concept, 178, 180, 182
Macaulay, Thomas Babington, author of
The History of England, 176
Machiavelli, N., The Prince, 4–5, 9–10,
95–7
Marx, Karl
As proponent of economic
determinism, 73–4
Marxism
Historical theory of, 73–4
Influence of m. on historiography,
179–80
Masculinities, 181
Medici, Florentine ruling family, 5
M.L.A. documentation system,
17–19
Mommsen, Theodor, author of History of
Rome, 176, 179, 183
Moral philosophy, 6, 95
Multiple choice questions, little value in
history examinations, 156

‘Kings and battles’ type of history, 177
Kuhn, Thomas S., author of The Structure
of Scientiﬁc Revolutions, 142

Narrative, as approach to essay
planning, 87–8, 181
Nash, Gary B., author of The Urban
Crucible, 17
National character, in historical
explanation, 73
Newspapers, as historical sources, 48
Niebuhr, Barthold Georg, 176
‘Note-Bibliography’ method of citation,
116–7, 119–20
Compared to ‘In-text’ method, 126
Notes, in historical study, 63–9

Ladurie, Emmanuel Le Roy, author of
The Peasants of Languedoc, 178,
183

Paradigms, as defined by Thomas Kuhn,
142
Parallel grammatical construction, 138

Jargon, 14, 142, 157
Jefferson, Thomas, 185
Journals, learned, 26, 33–4
J. as sources of reviews, 163
J. as sources for postgraduate
research, 170
Online j., 43–5
Jstor, digital storage site, 44
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Paraphrase
As form of plagiarism, 98, 101–3
In reporting factual evidence, 99–100
Parentheses, 135
Parliamentary records, 48
Phillips, Melanie, 185
Philology, as discipline adjacent to
history, 8
Plagiarism, 65, 97–8
Paraphrase and p., 98
Political science, as discipline adjacent to
history, 8–9
Postgraduate theses, 166–174
P.t. compared with essays, 166–168
Postmodernism in history, 180, 188
Prejudice, 55–61
Pre-modern societies, contrasted with
modern, 79–81
Primary sources, 32–3, 35–36, 188
Pronouns, 139–40
Gender of p., 139–40, 184
Proof, not the goal of history, 10, 71
Proof-reading, 150–1
Psychology, as a social science, 5, 6, 8
Public history, 181–2, 188
Punctuation, in citation rules, 118, 121
P. and grammatical accuracy, 133–5
Quotations
Q. and plagiarism, 98
In notes, 65, 68
When to use q., 108–9
Transcription of q., 140–5
Race, in historical explanation, 73
Radcliffe Camera, library, 1
Ranke, Leopold, 176, 179
Reading
How to plan r., 35–39
Critical r., 50–55
In postgraduate research, 169–70
References, see Citation, Documentation
Religion
In historical explanation, 72–3
In Indian Mutiny, 28
Renaissance, in writing of J. Burckhardt,
176, 183
Report-writing
Contrasted to essay-writing, 16–17
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R. and note form, 141–2
As class assignments, 164
Revision, 145–53
Rig Veda, Indian scripture, 128
Scott, Joan Wallach, 181
Secondary sources, 33, 35, 112, 188
Semi-colons, 134
Seminar introduction papers, 163–4
Short-answer questions, 156
Sic, ‘thus’, 140
Signals, given by sentences, 105–7
Slavery, in the U.S.A., 66–9
Social class, in historical explanation,
74
Social Sciences, 8–10, 48, 173–4,
180
Sources
Avoiding confusion of s., 110–13
Checking use of, 145, 148, 152–3
Difﬁculties of classiﬁcation, 34–5
Exploiting historical s., 35–7
Principle of best available s., 16, 45,
71, 167–8, 173
Using as many as possible, 24–5
See also Primary sources, Secondary
sources, Tertiary sources
Spelling, 132, 137
Style in prose writing, 141–2, 144
Style in citation format, 114–30
Subaltern Studies, journal, and school of
history writing, 181, 188
Subheadings, in prose layout, 154
Supervisors, of postgraduate students,
169, 171
Szreter, Simon, 185
Taylor, Gordon, 132, 185
Tendentious language, 57–61, 108
Tense, of verbs, 138
Tertiary sources, 34, 37–9, 188
Textbooks, 37–9
‘That’ and ‘which’, 140
Thematic approach to essay planning,
88–9
Thesis, academic, defined 188–9
Thistlethwaite, F., The Great Experiment,
An Introduction to the History of the
American People, 66–8, 91
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Thucydides, 176
Tokugawa Shogunate, Japanese
government structure, 75
Transitions and signposts, 107, 143
Turabian, Kate, A Manual for Writers
of Term Papers, Theses, and
Dissertations, 120–1, 127, 185
Venkat, Kalavai, author of internet
review, 185
Verbs, 133–141
Main v., 137
See also Tense of verbs, Agreement of
verbs
Veriﬁability, 15, 114, 130, 189
Vocabulary, in good style, 19

Washington, George, 56
Weber, Max, 73, 185
White, Hayden, 180, 183
Whitney’s cotton gin, 67–8
Wikipedia, internet encyclopedia,
45
Wilberforce, William, 69
Winks, Robin, The Historian as Detective,
22, 184
WorldCat, digital catalogue of libraries
world-wide, 47
Writer’s block, 171
Xavier, Jerome, Jesuit missionary, 161
Zeldin, Theodore, 180, 183, 185
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